Photos by Randall Pippert

112 W Washington Boulevard, Suite 327, Fort Waynéiana 46802

The annual Owners Meeting will be held Your presence is very important. In order to conduc
business, 51-percent of the ownership must be septed.
If you are unable to attend, please complete thrypiorm
Time: 5:30 pm that was sent to you last week and return it to the

Location: Allen County Bar Association management office by October 19.
924 S. Calhoun Street (at MidtewCrossing)

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2009

See you on the 20th!

Autumn is a second

spring when every leaf is

a flower. 6* By now all owners should have received notice efupcoming annual meeting and election
# of two board members. If you are considering rugrior the board, please take a few

moments to ask yourself the following questions:

~ Albert Camus

s N Do | have the time? As a board member, you will need to devote atlsaveral hours of
ﬁ[ \! your time each month to association business. ditiad to regular board meetings, you will
\k _UB \ :: n- need to be active in email discussions and pholfe Bauring special projects, you may need
to spend a little extra time on association businBsard members are also assigned to work
Don't forget to set your| With @ committee.

clocks back one hour on

Sunday, November 1! Can | make tough decisions when it’s requiredThe primary role of the board is to

conduct the business of the association. This dojesh mean approving the budget, but also
developing and enforcing policies. Board membeesaquired to step outside their
immediate circle of family and neighbors and makeisions based on the greater good of
the community.

Inside this Issue

Recent Actions by

the Board 2 . . .. . .
Can | do all this and have fun, too7t isn’t all about policies and tough decisions.rOu

Fire Safety 2| community is only as good as we make it, and dstibf and maintaining a sense of

Information T L
community is a part of a board member’s resporisibil
?&i\l{?o” &2 i Being a board member can be frustrating at timessit lmmay also be one of the most
rewarding ways you'll find to volunteer your tinfeor more details about the board
Reminders 4

members’ responsibilities, please contact the mamaiga current board member.



The following actions were taken by the
Board of Directors at its August 13, 2009
meeting:

2008-2009
Board Members

Five committees were formed: finance

Thomas Steigmeyer building & operations, social, bylaws

President L

and communications.
Jack Spindler . An appeal regarding reimbursement fo
Secretary

water damage repair was decided in th
owner’s favor. The board agreed to
reimburse for the full property damage:

Douglas R. Adelsperger
Treasurer

- The board approved the expenditure fc
IES to draw up bid specs and assist tht

Jim Schmelzer
Director

association in engaging a contractor fo -

Steven Schnelker

. the structural repairs.
Director

Reimbursement to an owner for
window repair was approved

Budgeted expenditures were approved
for: replacement of awning at the south
lobby entrance; repair storm windows
on the courtyard side of the Schmitz
Building, including installation of storm
windows; replacement of a common-
area hvac unit; and repair of water
damage in CUL.

- The board agreed to deposit checks

received from an owner subsequent to
said owner issuing other checks to the
association that did not clear.

Jim Schmelzer was appointed to fill the
vacancy on the board left by Jim
Buchanan’s resignation. Mr. Schmelzer
will serve until elections at the annual
meeting in October.

October is National Fire Safety month, so it's ﬂzgfz
great time to review some fire safety informatité&a

CENTRAL ALARM SYSTEM

If the alarm system is set off, it automatically
calls a monitoring station. In turn, the
monitoring company calls the fire department

immediately. From the time the alarm first

The alarm system at Midtowne Crossing can be
activated in several different ways. The firstis a A
open sprinkler head, caused by an actual fire orage to
the sprinkler.

Next, there are smoke detectors at each elevdiby)on
the attics, and at a few other locations whiclcifvated,
will set off the central alarm.

Na\la sounds until the fire department is notified is
usually less than five minutes.

FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM

As you know, the annual fire sprinkler inspectioasw
recently performed, including a visual check of the
sprinkler heads inside all condominiums. It is impot to

make regular checks for signs of corrosion, esfigca

The third device is the manual pull station (red)bo
located near each exit door. If you have a fir¢ yioa
cannot control, even if your condominium is equighpe
with sprinklers, you should activate the manual ptation
as soon as possible to allow everyone enough time t
evacuate.

the system ages.

The only problems found inside the residential suthis
year involved too little head space in some clos&ftsen
stacking things on the closet shelves, you museld8”
between your items and the ceiling. Insufficierddhepace

means the sprinkler, if activated, may not reaefitte.
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Also, please remember not to get paint on the klarin
heads. If you hire a contractor paint, please make sure
they know of this potential problem too. Sprinkherads
must always be covered before spray painting indben.

Dust can also affect the temperature at which ialdpr
head activates. If dust is visible, it can be reewbwith
canned air — the type you would use on your eleaiso
You can find this product with the computer clegnin
accessories at most retailers. NEVER use a ragniro
duster or vacuum on the sprinkler heads—if youyda,
may end up very wet.

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

There are fire extinguishers located throughout the
hallways at Midtowne. Please take the time to lianie
yourself with the locations now, so you will bedes
confused in the event of an emergency.

In addition to the fire extinguishers in the hallsayou
should always keep at least one, and preferablgrakyn
your home. Fire extinguishers reduce the potefudral
damage and having them readily available may peovid
that extra bit of protection you need to safelyapsca fire.

How Many?

Common household fire extinguishers are only ingehit
snuff out small fires before they become seriowseKas
many as necessary to grab quickly before a fire get of
control. For starters, you should probably haveiaribe
kitchen, one in the bedroom, and one near valuable
electronic equipment.

What Type?

The kind of fire extinguisher you should use dezeowl
what is burning. Different types of extinguishers a
available for different types of fires, and each is
prominently labeled with an alpha designation, as
described below.

Class A for fires caused by paper,

wood, cardboard
Class B for fires caused by gasoline,
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kerosene, grease, oil, and other

combustible liquids

Class C for fires caused by electrical

equipment
If you have your own fire extinguishers, pleaseearher
that they are not good indefinitely. They can loolsarge
or solidify. You should have your extinguishergéesor
replaced annually. If they have not been inspedhesy,
may not function properly when you need them.

SMOKE DETECTORS

Each condominium is equipped with a smoke detector.
These detectors amttied into the central alarm system,
but they are an essential part of the overalldneection
plan. Smoke detectors are especially importartténtwo
buildings that are not equipped with sprinklers.

Although the sprinkler inspectors were not spealfic
looking at the smoke detectors, they did notice skeaeral
had been removed. Even if your condominium is vgcan
please consider the safety of others around yolkeep
your smoke detector working at all times.

The detectors should be hard-wired and not depémaen
batteries. In fact, the original detectors wereawen
equipped with a back-up battery. However, manyehav
been replaced over the years and the newer detattior
usually have battery back-up. You may want to ctieck
make sure you have a hard-wired unit, especialjgpif are
a recent buyer, because the former owner could have
changed it. If you do have a battery, don't forgethange
it every six months.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Please take time to study the exit route maps gasie
each floor at the elevators. You should plan ardtme
your escape route in case of a fire. The more peejpgou
are, the less likely you are to become trappedfinga
Remember to always feel the doors before you dpem t
—if one is hot, STOP, and find an alternate route.

If you have any questions about the fire protectgstem
at Midtowne Crossing, please feel free to call the
management office.



Phone Numbers

Midtowne Crossing
management office
426-5505

Light & Breuning
(for Midtowne parking)
422-6456

City Offices
Police

(non-emergency)
427-1222

- One Call to City Hall
311

Utilities
- AEP
1-800-311-4634
- Verizon
1-800-483-4600
- Comcast
456-9000

in the dumpsters. These items must be

removed from the property.
Trash Receptacles— One question that

we often hear is, “why don’t we have
wastebaskets by the mailboxes or in the
lobbies?” Putting it as politely as

Large items take up space in the
dumpsters that are intended for ordinary
trash only. The more the dumpsters are
possible... we used to have trash cans inoverfilled, the more likely it is that we will
those places, but they were frequently have to increase the trash removal service.
To do so would cost everyone in the form

used for depositing things other than trash.™ ~
of higher assessments.

We think the lesser evil is to have a little
junk mail and a stray coffee cup lying
around from time to time, rather than to
have nasty smells in the entry of your
home. It would improve the appearance 0?nanagement office in advance. You will
your lobby if everyone were willing to need a key for the roof and the contractor
pick up litter as they see it and take it to mgst providg the association Wit_h _
the trash chute for disposal. evidence of insurance before gaining
access to the roof. Please call the
Doing Renovations?— Please remember management office as soon as you have
that you cannot dispose of cabinets, your service scheduled to make sure
carpet, tile, drywall, appliances, water  gyerything is in order and to reserve a key.

Heat Pump Service- If you plan to have
service performed on your heating system
before winter, don’t forget to contact the

heaters, furniture, office equipment, etc.,

Submitted by: your anonymous neighbor

Without having your address, could you be trackemhér by the footprints you leave or the coffee ypill5\Walk-off
mats are provided in garages and lobbies, but arg stop a minute to wipe feet to make these effedf drinks must
be carried, how about using a closed containerthatss spill-proof?

The common areas at Midtowne portray the lifestflits residents. If the residents are slovenly eagtless, it is very
visible to visitors, and other residents. Our homuesnot limited to what is behind our condo ddait, they include all
areas of our complex.

The less dirt that is tracked in, the lower ourtsesll be. We all share in the cost of cleaning agplacing flooring.
When accidents do occur, the least we can do lisheabffice, leaving a message as to where theemt occurred and
the nature of the materials spilled. This inforroatis valuable to the cleaning crew. Being a goaidimbor takes just a
little thought and personal responsibility.

Phone: 260-426-5505
e-mail: midtowne.crossing@verizon.net
www.midtownecrossing.org

Midtowne Crossing Owners Association
112 W Washington Blvd #327
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