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fireworks display set off from One 
Summit Square, across the street from 
Midtowne Crossing.  If you plan to 
view the fireworks from our roof 
patio, please remember: 

  �   Animals are not allowed at  
     Midtowne, even if they are “just  
     visiting,” and no animals will be  
     permitted on the patio. 
 

  �   Hours of use for the roof patio end 
     at midnight.  Everyone must leave 
     the area by that time. 

     Please be considerate of those who 
     live around the patio. 
 

  �   Clean up after yourself and your  
     guests.  Trash cans are provided on 
     the patio.   
 
There are many other festivals and 
events in Fort Wayne that you might 
enjoy this summer.  You can find 
more information at 
www.downtownfortwayne.org and 
www.visitfortwayne.com. 

Three Rivers Festival is quickly 
approaching.  This year, the festival 
runs from Saturday, July 14 through 
Sunday, July 22.  There will be street 
closings for different events that may 
affect driving downtown.  For more 
information on street closings and 
events, visit the festival website at 
www.threeriversfestival.org, or you 
can pick up a festival guide from one 
of many local businesses in early July.  

The finale of the festival is a large 
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Condominium owners sometimes assume 
that the association’s master insurance policy 
is all the coverage they need.  The master 
policy actually only covers the building and 
nothing inside the condominium.  For 
example, interior walls, mechanical lines, 
floor coverings, cabinets, fixtures, and 
personal belongings are not covered. Neither 
does the master policy cover parts of the 
building that are used only by a particular 
condominium unit—like the pipes that feed 
into it from the main pipes. 

All owners need their own insurance, 
covering the inside of the unit, personal 
belongings, and any damage that might be 

caused by something within the unit (such as 
a leaking toilet).  To have your property and 
personal belongings covered and for liability 
coverage, you need to invest in a 
condominium owner’s insurance policy 
available from most carriers.  If you are a 
renter, you should look into a renter’s 
insurance policy for your personal 
belongings and liability.  Both types of 
policies are generally not expensive and are 
well worth the money spent. 

Be sure to ask about water or sewer backup 
coverage.  Sewer backups are not unheard 
of, and a standard policy may not cover  

      continued on page 4 



The following actions were taken by the 
Board of Directors at its May 17, 2007 
meeting: 

· The Board approved the expenditure to 
replace the Wayne Street entrance 
awning and approved a design. 

· The Board again discussed the laundry 
rate increase that has been requested by 
Commercial Coin Laundry.  The 
company is adamant about the increase 
and the Board believed they would not 
succeed in opposing it.  

· Several options for a recycling program 
were discussed.  The Board asked the 

property manager to continue her 
research.  Please see the recycling 
article on page 4. 

· The Board approved a request by a 
residential unit owner for approval to 
replace his carpet with hard-surface 
flooring and a sound-proofing 
underlayment. 

· The Board discussed repairing windows 
in unit #313. 

· Sam Tomlinson resigned his seat on the 
Board.  We thank Sam for sharing his 
time and expertise with Midtowne, and 
wish him well in his retirement. 
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2006-2007 
Board Members 

· Thomas Steigmeyer 
       President 
 
· Jack Spindler  
       Secretary 
 
· Douglas R. Adelsperger 
       Treasurer 
 
· Sam Tomlinson 
       Director 
 
· Steven Schnelker 
       Director 
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The Schmitz Block—date unknown 

SCHMITZ BLOCK 
c. 1888 
926-930 S. Calhoun Street 
 
The Schmitz Block is one of Fort Wayne’s most widely 
recognized historic buildings. 

Catalyst Marketing Design currently occupies the street 
level of this building, with the upper floors housing 18 
residential condominiums. 

The exterior of the building showcases elaborate details by 
the artisans involved in its construction, including 
limestone piers that stand the full height of the building 
and intricate carvings across the facade.  A feature that is 
rarely noticed by the passerby is a unique cornice with 
grotesques (whimsical figures or caricatures), chimaeras 
(pronounced kimira – fire-breathing monsters), a lion’s 
head and other intricate work.  Each is handcrafted and no 
two are alike.   

The attention to detail extends inside.  The upper floors 

were originally used as professional offices and the feel of 
affluence continues there, with marble on the corridor 
walls and terrazzo on the floor.  When the upper floors 
were converted to living space, the corridors were kept 
intact including all of the original doors with transoms.  
Due to noise, carpet was installed over the terazzo, but it 
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erected the structure that is now part 
of Midtowne Crossing.  The Schmitz 
children continued to own most of the 
quarter block until 1912, when they 
sold it to William F. Noll. 

A variety of commercial tenants used 
the stores and offices in what was 
then renamed the Noll Block.  
Hutner’s Paris used parts of the upper 
floors after 1947.  Nobbson, a 
women’s clothing store, which left for 
the suburbs in 1979, was the 
building’s last tenant prior to the 

city’s first physicians.  He and his 
wife were German immigrants who 
came to Fort Wayne in 1837.  In 
1839, Dr. Schmitz purchased the 
entire quarter block and built his 
family’s residence here in 1840.  In 
1866 he subdivided the site and began 
to build storefronts on it as rental 
properties.  Within a year of her 
husband’s death, and despite 
warnings by friends that the land was 
too far to the south of downtown to 
support such a large commercial 
building profitably, Mrs. Schmitz 

does spill into the entryway of some 
of the residential condominiums and 
one owner has restored his small 
patch of the flooring to its former 
beauty.  The tin ceiling has also been 
preserved in the first floor space. 

The one feature that brings a lot of 
questions from residents is the 
“stairway to nowhere.”  Only half of 
each flight of the original marble and 
wrought iron staircase is visible on 
the second and third floors today and 
they lead to a door that does not open.  
On the original staircase, half of each 
flight was open to the corridor and the 
other half was enclosed.  The stairway 
could not be used when Midtowne 
Crossing was constructed because it 
did not meet present-day fire code, so 
the closed part of the stairway was 
permanently sealed off.  The 
decorative sections were preserved. 

The Schmitz Block was erected by 
Henrietta Schmitz, as a monument to 
her deceased husband, Dr. Charles 
Schmitz.  Dr. Schmitz was one of the 

rehab for Midtowne Crossing in the 
late 1980s.   

During the conversion of the Schmitz 
Block to its present use, most of the 
historic aspects were preserved.  
However, restoration of this building 
was no small task because layers of 
“updating” done throughout the mid-
1900s had to be removed to reveal the 
original street facade.  Today, the 
Schmitz Block is as glorious as ever 
and we are proud to have it as part of 
Midtowne Crossing. 

A current picture of the building is 
featured on the heading of this 
newsletter and on the home page of 
Midtowne Crossing’s website. 

Details of the cornice 

Third floor corridor 



  

Midtowne Crossing Owners Association 
112 W Washington Blvd #327 

Fort Wayne IN 46802 

Phone: 260-426-5505 
e-mail: midtowne.crossing@verizon.net 

www.midtownecrossing.org 

 
Phone Numbers  

 

· Midtowne Crossing  
    management office 
    426-5505 
 

· Light & Breuning 
    (for Midtowne parking) 
    422-6456 
 

City Offices  
· Police  
    (non-emergency) 
    427-1222 
· One Call to City Hall 
    311 
 

Utilities  
· AEP 
    1-800-311-4634 
· Verizon 
    1-800-483-4600 
· Comcast 
    456-9000 
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� Sales & Leasing Information — Please 
do not refer your friends and associates to 
the management office to inquire about 
units for sale or for lease.  The manager 
does not have knowledge of anything that 
is not already public information. 

Interested parties should check with any 
real estate agent to find units for sale.  
Condos available for lease are usually 
advertised in the newspaper by the unit 
owner.  Don’t forget, they can find some 
listings on our website! 

P.S.  If you have a unit for sale or lease, 
you can list it on the website free of 
charge. 

Fireworks — We hope you have a great 
Fourth of July, but please do not set off 
personal fireworks on the roof patio.  
There is a rubber-membrane under the 
tiles that can easily be damaged by 
firecrackers, sparklers, etc. 

Air Conditioning Service – If you need 
service on your air conditioner this 
summer, don’t forget to contact the 
management office in advance.  You will 
need a key for the roof and the contractor 
must provide the association with 
evidence of insurance before gaining 
access to the roof.  We will accommodate 
emergencies as much as possible, but it 
will be to your benefit to plan ahead. 

Patio Plants —  To keep the patio plants 
healthy, we ask that you not water them 
unless you make arrangements with the 
management office to help.  We would 
appreciate your help, but if you water and 
we do too, they can easily become water-
logged and most of the plants chosen for 
the patio prefer drier soil.  If you would 
like to help with the plant care (especially 
on weekends), please call the office. 

Are You Properly Insured?—continued from page 1 
 

the damage without a sewer backup rider. 

Owners might also want to inquire about special 
assessment coverage.  Some companies offer an insurance 
that will pay your share of any special assessment imposed 
by the association.   

Your insurance agent can review the master policy and 
help you avoid double coverage or gaps in coverage 
between your personal insurance and the association’s 
policy.  

This article provided by Community Associations Institute for 

use by its members. 

Thanks to everyone who took time to complete and return 
the recycling survey.  We received a lot of positive 
feedback. 

The Board of Directors is considering several different 
options for collecting recyclables.  We want to make it as 
convenient as possible without a lot of cost to the 
association.   

We expect to implement a program sometime this 
summer.  We will be sure to let you know as soon as 
something is decided. 
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