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112 W Washington Boulevard, Suite 327, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 
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Midtowne Crossing was one of several entities recently recognized by the 
Downtown Improvement District. We were honored with a Golden Broom award 
for outstanding maintenance, specifically, for replacing the awnings last spring.  

We are very proud of the project and happy that neighbors have taken notice. 

As soon as the snow is gone, we will have new pictures taken of the buildings to 
update the newsletters and the website. 
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The parking garages at Midtowne Crossing will be power-swept next week, 
weather permitting. 

Date:  Saturday, February 14  

Time:  7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

All vehicles must be moved out of all three garages by 7:00 a.m. and may not return until 4:00 p.m.  

All personal property should also be removed from the parking spaces. 

The contractor, the garage owner, the garage manager and the condominium 
association will not be liable for damage to vehicles or personal property left in the 
garages during the specified cleaning time. 

Light & Breuning should be contacting everyone with alternate parking information. 

If it snows or rains enough to create puddles on the floor, cleaning will have to be 
rescheduled. Notices will be posted at the pedestrian entrances to the garages 
reminding you of the cleaning plans. Please check there next Thursday for any 
schedule changes. 
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Daylight Savings Time 
begins Sunday, March 1. 
Don’t forget to set your 
clocks ahead one hour. 



2008-2008 
Board Members 

· Thomas Steigmeyer 
       President 
 
· Jack Spindler  
       Secretary 
 
· Douglas R. Adelsperger 
       Treasurer 
 
· Jim Buchanan 
       Director 
 
· Steven Schnelker 
       Director 
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The following actions were taken by the 
Board of Directors at its January 20, 2009 
meeting: 

· The 2009 budget was approved. 

· The board heard an appeal on a moving 
penalty and agreed to reduce the 
assessment. 

· A reimbursement request for water 
damage to personal property was 
denied, based on Resolution 2007-01. 
The damage was from a roof leak. 

· Approval was given to a condominium 
owner to run electrical lines through the 
ceiling, which is common area, in order 
to move an electrical fixture. 

· There was discussion of newspapers 
being stolen from the boxes in the 

foyers. Alternate delivery options are 
being researched. 

· There was discussion of structural 
deterioration in the parking garage and 
how to best handle repairs and sources 
of funding. The matter was tabled until 
the next meeting. 

· A resolution was passed, authorizing 
transfer of the association’s reserve 
fund account from Smith Barney to 
Wells Fargo Investment.  

· The board determined that an owner 
who stated through email that plumbing 
repairs were made in his condo did not 
comply with the original request to 
provide proof from a plumber. A 
second request shall be sent. 

Tax time is fast approaching. Many of you 
prepare your own tax returns, so it’s a good 
time to review a few common mistakes and 
ways to avoid them. 

IRS instructions for preparing tax returns are 
quite useful and thorough. They can be a big 
help for do-it-yourselfers. However, it is the little things 
that most often creep into your documents and cause 
problems. Here are just a few tips to keep in mind: 

¨ Prepare your tax return as early possible. Waiting until 
the last minute increases your chances of making 
mistakes. Give yourself time to gather documents or 
research details. Better yet, collect these documents 
throughout the year in a special file so you have them 
ready at tax time. 

¨ Use the correct tax rates. Tax tables can be dense and 

difficult to read, so use extra care.  

¨ Fill in every line. If a line item on a form 
doesn’t apply to you, put a zero or a strike 
through where the dollar amount would go to 
indicate that you have not overlooked it. 

¨ Make sure all your documents are complete. Attach 
forms, schedules, supporting statements and 
explanations. If you need more space, attach separate 
sheets that are the same size and format as the printed 
forms. Transfer the totals onto the printed forms. Put 
your name, social security number and date on all extra 
pages.  

¨ Rounding is OK. Round off all amounts on your tax 
return. Round up to the next dollar all amounts that are 
50 cents or more. Round down all amounts that are 
between one and 49 cents. 

                                                                                  continued  on page 6 
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If you’re about to shop for a car or 
wonder what your current one 
actually costs you, the book What 
Your Car Really Costs should be a 
piece of your information arsenal. 

One of the first facts the book offers 
is something of a shock: The average 
American will spend approximately 
$320,000 on cars over a lifetime. 
That equates to 18 percent of a 
consumer’s income. The only thing 
that costs more is our homes. 

The true cost of auto ownership isn’t 
limited to the price of the car. Add to 
that fuel and oil, repairs and 
maintenance, insurance, the cost of a 
loan or lease, depreciation (a 
significant amount in the cost of 
ownership,) fuel efficiency and taxes, 
and that $320,000 doesn’t seem so 
far-fetched. 

The book walks you through a 
number of important steps. 

· The use of Consumer Report 
magazine auto information to 
compare models for reliability and 
road-worthiness. 

· The true cost differences between 
owning a small sedan, large sedan, 
SUV or minivan. 

· The resale value when it comes 
time to sell or trade in. 

· Buying new vs. buying used. 

· How to calculate the real meaning 
of promotional offers of low 
interest rates or rebates and how 
those translate into dollars. 

· An explanation of the window-
sticker price 

· Understanding a lease 

· Auto insurance basics. 

At the end of the book are charts to 
fill in with your own figures, as well 
as consumer protection contacts by 
state. 

To order, see www.aier.org online or 
call 413-528-1216. Copies are $12. 

Article by Jerry & Diane McCammon 

Taken in part from an article by David 

Uffington. 

If you’ve ever had to call directory assistance using your 
cell phone, you know cell phone companies are charging 
$1.75 or more for 411 information calls. AT&T charges 
$7.00 per call! If your car has broken down or a big 
business deal depends on getting a number from 
information, $7 might be acceptable, but if you’ve just 
forgotten the dry cleaner’s number, it is probably not. 

“Despite the charges, U.S. consumers continue to avail 
themselves of the 411 directory assistance service, placing 
about six billion such calls per year,” explains the rumor-
busting website snopes.com. 

For the rest of us, however, an economical alternative is 

now available. You can 
get directory assistance on 
your cell phone (or land 
line) at 1-800-FREE 411 
(or 1-800-373-3411). And 
it’s free.  Add this number 
to your cell phone now, 
before you actually need 
it. The service is voice activated and offers the option to 
connect the call. 

Of course, nothing is entirely free, so be prepared to listen 
to a brief audio advertisement. For more details, visit 
www.snopes.com/inboxer/nothing/free411.asp  

Source:  Community Associations Institute 
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Even though you live in an 
association, you might be surprised 
how many of your neighbors—
owners and renters alike—don’t 
really understand the fundamental 
nature of common-interest 
communities. And we know that 
many others, including the media and 
government officials, lack a true 
understanding of the community 
association (or condominium) 
concept. 

Community Associations Institute 
(CAI), a national membership 
organization that represents the best 
interests of common-interest 
communities like ours, developed 10 
basic principles that answer three 
essential questions: What is the basic 
function of a community association? 
What are the essential obligations 
and expectations of homeowners? 
What are the core principles that 
should guide association leaders? 

We’re confident you’ll recognize our 
community while reading these 
principles. 

1. Associations ensure that the 
collective rights and interests of 
homeowners are respected and 
preserved. 

2. Associations are the most local 
form of representative democracy, 
with leaders elected by their 
neighbors to govern in the best 
interest of all residents. 

3. Associations provide services and 
amenities to residents, protect 
property values and meet the 
established expectations of 
homeowners. 

4. Associations succeed when they 
cultivate a true sense of community, 
active homeowner involvement and a 
culture of building consensus. 

5. Association homeowners have the 
right to elect their community leaders 
and to use the democratic process to 
determine the policies that will 
protect their investments. 

6. Association homeowners choose 
where to live and accept a contractual 
responsibility to abide by established 

policies and meet their financial 
obligations to the association. 

7. Association leaders protect the 
community’s financial health by 
using established management 
practices and sound business 
principles. 

8. Association leaders have a legal 
and ethical obligation to adhere to the 
association’s governing documents 
and abide by all applicable laws. 

9. Association leaders seek an 
effective balance between the 
preferences of individual residents 
and the collective rights of 
homeowners. 

10. Association leaders and residents 
should be reasonable, flexible and 
open to the possibility—and 
benefits—of compromise. 

Fundamentals can be downloaded at 
www.caionline.org/governance/
fundamentals.pdf. For more 
information about Community 
Associations Institute, go to 
www.caionline.org. 

 If we just keep digging, 
 we’ll eventually get to Spring 



“A bird does not sing because it    
has an answer. It sings because        

it has a song.” 

Chinese Proverb  

taken from www.quotationspage.com 
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Beat the winter blahs with a night out 
downtown. 

You might enjoy dining at Tusconi’s, 
JK O’Donnell’s, or Dash-in Café, all 
within a block of your front door. 

Some winter events at downtown 
venues are listed below. You can find 
other community events at 
www.visitfortwayne.com. 

 
Clue:  The Garden Version 
Fort Wayne Botanical Conservatory 
Jefferson Blvd at Calhoun Street 
Now thru April 12 
www.botanicalconservatory.org or 
call 427-6440 
 
Art off Main  
Masonic Temple 
216 E Washington 
February 6-14 
http://downtownfortwayne.com 
or call 420-3266 
 
Frankenstein The Musical 
Fort Wayne Civic Theatre 
303 E Main Street 
March 6-22 
www.fwcivic.org or call 424-5220 
 
Macbeth by William Shakespeare  
First Presbyterian Theater 
300 W Wayne Street  
February 19-March 7 
www.firstpresbyteriantheater.com  
or 422-6329 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Fort Wayne Ballet 
Arts United Center 
303 E Main Street 
March 28-29 
www.fortwayneballet.org or 
call 484-9646 

In addition to its performances at the 
Embassy Theatre, the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Orchestra performs 
throughout the year at Arts United 
Center, Auer Performance Hall at 
IPFW, and Fort Wayne Museum of 
Art. For a complete schedule  
call 481-0770 or visit 
www.fortwaynephilharmonic.com 
 
 
They’re not exactly downtown, but if 
it’s sports that interest you, these 
teams are currently playing: 
 
Fort Wayne Komets (hockey) 
www.komets.com or call 483-1111  
 
Fort Wayne Mad Ants (basketball) 
ww.nba.com/dleague/fortwayne or 
call 483-1111  
 
Fort Wayne Freedom (indoor 
football) 
www.fwfreedom.com or  
call 969-7520 
 
IPFW Mastodons (men’s and 
women’s basketball, men’s 
volleyball) 
http://gomastodons.cstv.com or  
call 481-6000 
 
Saint Francis Cougars  (men’s & 
women’s basketball) 
www.saintfranciscougars.com 

 
Have Fun!!! 

Events at The History Center, 
located at 302 E Berry Street.  
Visit www.fwhistorycenter.com or  
426-2882 
 
Lincoln’s Treasurer: Hugh 
McCulloch of Fort Wayne exhibit 
Now thru June 30 
 
“The Lincoln Highway Across 
Indiana” - lecture by Jan Shupert-
Arick  
March 1 
 
“Mapping Fort Wayne: A History 
of the City in Maps” - lecture by 
John D. Beatty 
April 5 
 
 
Events at the Embassy Theatre, 
located at 125 W Jefferson Blvd. 
Visit www.fwembassytheatre.org  
or call 424-5665 for times 
  
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
February 9 
 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic Pops 
February 14, March 7 
 
Girls Night The Musical 
February 20 
 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic 
Masterworks 
February 28, March 14 
 
Joe Bonamassa 
March 5 
Gordon Lightfoot  
March 20 
 
Rain—A Tribute to the Beatles 
March 26 
 
Bob & Tom Comedy All-Stars 
March 27 
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Phone Numbers  

 

· Midtowne Crossing  
    management office 
    426-5505 
 

· Light & Breuning 
    (for Midtowne parking) 
    422-6456 
 

City Offices  
· Police  
    (non-emergency) 
    427-1222 
· One Call to City Hall 
    311 
 

Utilities  
· AEP 
    1-800-311-4634 
· Verizon 
    1-800-483-4600 
· Comcast 
    456-9000 
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hallways. The bylaws prohibit objects 
being left in the common areas. Items left 
in the hallways will be picked up and kept 
at the office for five days, after which they 
will be disposed of. 

Unused Appliances —  If you or your 
tenant moves out, be sure not to close the 
refrigerator if it is not plugged in. Closed 
refrigerators take on a very unpleasant 
odor that can be hard to remove. 

Be sure to run your dishwasher at least 
once a month. When it goes unused, seals 
can dry out, causing it to leak the next 
time it is turned on. 

Pets — The bylaws of Midtowne 
Crossing prohibit animals in the building. 
We don’t want to have to ask anyone to 
part with a beloved pet, but if we become 
aware that you are keeping an animal in 
your condominium, you will have to 
remove it. 

Heating & Electricity Requirements — 
As cold weather continues, don’t forget 
that you must maintain a minimum 
temperature of 50 degrees inside your 
condominium at all times. Owners are also 
required to keep electricity service on, 
even if the condo is vacant. Without 
power, you will not have heat. The 
management office will be checking 
electric meters to make sure power is 
maintained in all condominiums 
throughout the winter.    

Doormats & Shoes — Please remove all 
doormats and shoes from the common 

Tax Return Preparation Tips—continued from page 2 

¨ Pay on time. File on time. The quickest way to get the IRS’ attention is to pay your taxes late or file your return late. 

¨ Reply promptly to all IRS inquiries. Ignoring the IRS invites trouble—you could be audited or have your assets 
seized. 

¨ Ask another person to review your tax return to check your math and ensure that all fields are accounted for. Math 
errors are the most frequent mistake on individual tax returns. 

¨ Sign the return. If you pay someone to prepare your taxes, that person must sign your tax return. But, you must sign 
and date your own tax return no matter who prepares it. 

¨ Keep copies of your tax return and all supporting documents. You should keep tax records for seven years.  

Source: Community Associations Institute 

Midtowne Crossing Owners Association 
112 W Washington Blvd #327 

Fort Wayne IN 46802�

Phone: 260-426-5505 
e-mail: midtowne.crossing@verizon.net 

www.midtownecrossing.org�


