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Our largest project planned for 2007 is replacing the roof on the Printing Building.  Some of 
the smaller projects include adding handicap openers to several doors, replacing the carpet 
with tile in the north building elevators, and painting the south lobby. 

Be sure to watch future newsletters for updates. 

prepared with owners and tenants in 
mind, others may enjoy the series of 
articles about the history and 
construction of Midtowne.  Future 
issues will share other downtown 
history. 

Please help us by offering suggestions 
for the name of the newsletter and 
ideas for future articles.  If you are 
interested in writing for the newsletter 
yourself, please let us know.  All 
suggestions and ideas can be 
submitted on the form at the end of 
this newsletter or by email. 

We also have another exciting project 
underway - a website for Midtowne 
Crossing!  The planned publishing 
date is February 28, but we will let 
you know if it is ready to be viewed 
sooner.  Your website address will be 
www.midtownecrossing.org.   

Some of the features of the website 
will be:  the history of each building at 
Midtowne; a page for advertising 

condos for sale and for rent; an 
archive of the newsletters; and an 
“owners only” page.  The owners 
section will have electronic versions 
of condominium documents, 
information that is provided in your 
owner handbooks, and Board meeting 
minutes beginning with January 2007. 

We would like to have a few sales and 
rentals to list when the website goes 
online.  If you have a unit available, 
please contact us.  Advertising rates 
are yet to be determined, but we will 
be offering the service FREE for at 
least the first two months. 

We look forward to reading your 
comments! 

Welcome to the first issue of 
Midtowne Crossing’s newsletter.  We 
hope you will find it both fun and 
informative.  Our intent for this 
newsletter is to better communicate to 
the owners, tenants, and businesses at 
Midtowne, things that are going on in 
your community. 

Each edition will have a “Recent 
Actions by the Board” article that will 
discuss activities of the Board of 
Directors.  We plan to keep you 
informed of upcoming projects in 
each issue, and we will have a 
“Notes” section that will replace many 
of the occasional reminders we send 
out to residents. 

Even though the newsletter will be 
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112 W Washington Boulevard, Suite 327, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

Inside this Issue 

Recent Actions by 
the Board 

 
2 

What is the Board 
of Directors? 

 
2 

Getting to Know 
Midtowne Crossing 

 
3 

Phone Numbers 4 

Reminders 4 

Suggestion Form 4 

Photos by Randall Pippert 



The following items were on the agenda 
of the January 17, 2007 Board of 
Directors meeting: 

· The Board gave final approval to the 
2007 budget, without changes to the 
original proposal.  Therefore, the 
assessment billing sent out in 
December will not change for the 
remainder of 2007. 

· The Board approved replacement of 
the Printing Building roof.  The 
current, ballasted roof will be 
replaced with a fully-adhered system.  
This type of roof lasts longer, makes 
it easier to find and repair problems, 
and adds insulation to the roof.  The 
work will be done as soon as weather 
and the contractor’s schedule permit.  

More details regarding construction 
will be provided to the residents in 
the Printing Building as soon as the 
work is scheduled. 

· The Board discussed replacing the 
Wayne Street entrance awning.  The 
Downtown Improvement District  
(DID) is putting together an awning 
plan for a unified look throughout the 
downtown area.  The DID might 
contribute to the cost of replacing the 
awning, as this would be the first one 
installed and would provide a nice 
model for other building owners to 
see.  Midtowne’s Board has yet to see 
the proposed design from the DID  
and will wait to make a final decision 
on the awning replacement. 
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few, are left to the Board.   

In addition to attending meetings, the 
Board members volunteer their time on 
day-to-day operations.  The president 
must keep in close contact with the 
property manager and make weekly trips 
to the management office to sign letters 
and other documents.  The treasurer must 
be available to sign checks and review 
financial information.  The secretary edits 
and approves meeting minutes and acts in 
the president’s absence.  

If you are interested in serving on the 
Board, be sure to respond to the request 
for nominations that is sent out each year 
prior to the annual Owners meeting. 

The Board of Directors is made up of five 
members who are elected by the 
condominium owners at the annual 
owners meeting.  The Declaration of 
Ownership for Midtowne Crossing 
dictates that the Board is to be made up of 
at least four owners, one of whom must 
be a commercial unit owner.  The fifth 
member need not be a condo owner. 

Midtowne’s Board acts similarly to 
Congress or a state legislature.  Though 
some decisions are reserved to the owners 
(e.g., amending the Bylaws), the Board is 
charged with managing most of the 
Association business.  Decisions 
regarding budgeting, common property 
maintenance, and employment, to name a 
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2006-2007 
Board Members 

· Thomas Steigmeyer 
       President 
 
· Jack Spindler  
       Secretary 
 
· Douglas R. Adelsperger 
       Treasurer 
 
· Sam Tomlinson 
       Director 
 
· Steven Schnelker 
       Director 
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Did you know that the property 
known as Midtowne Crossing is not 
made up of just two buildings 
(commonly referred to as north and 
south)?  In fact, the complex 
comprises six buildings - four historic 
structures and two newer construction 
buildings.  Many people think that the 
south building (Washington) is the 
"old" side and the north building 
(Wayne) is the "new" side.  There is 
actually a mix of historic and new 
buildings on each block.  The south 
block contains four buildings:  
Printing, Blackstone Schmitz and 
Hutner.  The Hutner is newer 
construction and the others are 
historic.  The north block holds a 
newer construction building, the 
Lillie, and an historic building, the 
Groth.  

We thought you would enjoy learning  
the history of the buildings and the 
evolution of Midtowne Crossing.  
This article is the first in a series 
where we will introduce each of the 
six buildings, then continue with the 
development of Midtowne.   

 

BLACKSTONE BUILDING 
c. 1927 
112 W. Washington Blvd. 
 
The street level of the Blackstone 
Building provides an entrance and 
lobby for the south block residential 
condominiums.  This building is 
rather small, as it was erected in what 

was the alley space between the Fort 
Wayne Printing Building and the 
Schmitz Block.  The upper floors 
contain just two residential units, one 
on each of the second and third floors.  
The building was originally a three-
story structure. The fourth floor was 
added later to connect to the Schmitz 
building and it now holds one of 
Midtowne’s two workout facilities.  
Much of the space on each floor of 
this building serves as the elevator 

lobby.  The most prominent historical 
aspect remaining inside the building 
is an open marble staircase that leads 
from the lobby to the third floor.  

William H. Noll bought the site of the 
Blackstone Building in 1912, at the 
same time he purchased the adjacent 
Schmitz Block.  Noll erected the 
building in 1927 to house Blackstone 
Shop, a women’s clothier owned by 
his wife, Laura Green Noll.  Mrs. 
Noll’s shop occupied the building for 
ten years.  A men’s clothing store, 
Harold Hughes, opened in the 
building in 1941, and was succeeded 
by Nobbson, another women’s 
clothier, in 1951.  Nobbson used this 
building, along with the first floor of 
the Schmitz Block through 1979, at 
which time it abandoned downtown 
for the suburbs.  This building stood 
empty from the time Nobbson left 
until construction for Midtowne 
Crossing began in 1989. 

Blackstone Building—early-mid 1980s Blackstone Building—2007 



  

112 W Washington Blvd #327 
Fort Wayne IN 46802 

Phone: 260-426-5505 
e-mail: midtowne.crossing@verizon.net 
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Reminders 

Heat/Electricity  – Please remember 
that you are required to keep a 
minimum temperature of 50° inside 
your condominium at all times.  It is 
necessary, so water and fire sprinkler 
lines do not freeze. 

Heat Pump Service – If you need 
service on your heating system this 
winter, don’t forget to contact the 
management office in advance.  You 
will need a key for the roof and the 
contractor must provide the association 
with evidence of insurance before 
gaining access to the roof.  We will 
accommodate emergencies as much as 
possible, but it will be to your benefit to 
plan ahead. 
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�Phone Numbers  
 

· Midtowne Crossing  
    management office 
    426-5505 
 

· Light & Breuning 
    (for Midtowne parking) 
    422-6456 
 

City Offices  
· Police  
    (non-emergency) 
    427-1222 
· Drug Tip Hotline 
    427-1262 
· Street Department 
    (potholes, snow) 
    427-1235 
· Streetlight Maintenance 
    427-1236 
· Parking Control 
    427-5050 
 

Utilities  
· AEP 
    1-800-311-4634 
· Verizon 
    1-800-483-4600 
· Comcast 
    456-9000 
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If you have any ideas for future newsletters, or the upcoming website, please complete this form and return it to the address below.  
If you prefer email, that address is also listed.  You may also use this form for general comments about Midtowne Crossing.   
 
From:  __________________________________________  __________ 
            (name)       (condo #) 
 
Comments/Ideas:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recognitions  

This newsletter, and the coming website, 
would not have been possible without the 
many volunteer hours put into both pro-
jects by Randy Pippert.  In addition to de-
veloping both, Randy has provided most 
of the photos in this edition along with 
many to be used in the future.  He is also 
scanning old pictures into the computer 
for use here and on the website.  The old 
photos have been collecting dust in my 
office for 17 years and I am pleased that 
you will now get to enjoy them! 

Thank you also to Valerie Koontz and 
Jessica Wallace for their great ideas and 
hard work.  Each of us who has worked on 
the newsletter hopes you enjoy reading it 
as much as we’ve enjoyed creating it.   

            Diane Enterline 
            Property Manager 


