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We are now posting project information on the website.  Look under the News/Events tab for 
updates between newsletters.  We will also continue to post important and urgent notices in 
the bulletin boards in each lobby. 

Roof Replacement – As we mentioned in the last newsletter, the Printing Building roof is set 
to be replaced this year.  We expect work to begin sometime this month.  Notices will be 
posted in the building before work commences.    

Lobby Facelift – The Washington Boulevard lobby will be painted this spring. 
 

            continued on page 4 

What is Recycling?  It is separating, 
collecting, processing, and ultimately 
reusing a material that would 
otherwise have ended up in one of our 
landfills. 

Products we use everyday are created 
from recycled material, such as soda 
containers, carpet, and automobile 
parts.  Recycling mines valuable 
materials out of garbage to make new 
products.  That is what makes it one of 
the oldest environmental practices and 
one of the most beneficial. 

Managing the trash generated at 
Midtowne is no small chore.  From 
our research, we believe if enough 
people participate in recycling, the 
program can pay for itself by time 

saved cleaning up messes in the trash 
rooms from overflowing dumpsters.  
We may even be able to eventually 
lower your cost of trash removal.  

The logistics of collecting recyclables 
is still in the planning phase and we 
could use your help.   

If you are a resident or business, you 
have received a survey with this 
newsletter.  Please take a moment to 
complete the survey and return it to 
the management office.  We hope that 
with careful planning, we will have 
good participation in any program we 
might implement.   

Look for the results of the survey in 
the next newsletter.  They will also be 
posted on the website after May 15. 

Many residents have inquired about 
the possibility of recycling at 
Midtowne Crossing.  We are presently 
looking into several possibilities.   
During our research, we found some 
information that we wanted to share 
with you. 

Garbage isn't something most of us 
want to think about every day, but 
managing the nearly 230 million tons 
we generate in this country each year 
has every day environmental and 
economic consequences.     

Why Recycle?  It contributes to a 
cleaner and healthier environment.  It 
also conserves energy, saves precious 
natural resources and reduces the 
amount of trash sent to landfills.  
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The following items were on the agenda 
of the March 29, 2007 Board of Directors 
meeting: 

· The Board discussed a design for new 
awnings that was proposed by the 
Downtown Improvement District.  The 
current awnings are in need of 
replacement.  The Board liked the 
design and asked the property manager 
to obtain costs for new awnings.  Once 
costs are known, the Board will discuss 
the feasibility of replacing the awnings 
and a time-line for doing so. 

· The Board approved expenditures and 
specific bids for:  fire sprinkler repairs; 

plaster repair and painting in the south 
lobby; and the addition of four 
automatic door openers.  The door 
openers will be at the main lobby 
entrance and at the basement elevator 
lobby in the south building. 

· The Board approved removal of the 
dollar bill changers from the laundry 
rooms.  They don’t work properly and 
the manager has been unable to find 
someone to repair them.  

· The Board declined to approve a 
request from Commercial Coin Laundry 
to increase the laundry machine prices 
to $1.25. 
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2006-2007 
Board Members 

· Thomas Steigmeyer 
       President 
 
· Jack Spindler  
       Secretary 
 
· Douglas R. Adelsperger 
       Treasurer 
 
· Sam Tomlinson 
       Director 
 
· Steven Schnelker 
       Director 

Governance services - Making sure 
that residents comply with the 
association’s governing documents, 
rules and policies are a part of 
governance services.  But these 
services also including making sure 
that the association adheres to local, 
state, and federal statutes. 

Providing these services requires good 
management, strong planning and 
careful monitoring of the association’s 
affairs.  It isn’t easy, but by fairly and 
effectively delivering these services, 
community associations protect and 
enhance the value of individual homes 
and lenders’ interests in those homes. 

As a homeowner in our association, 
you have certain rights—and 
responsibilities.  

Some owners and residents think 
owner associations exist just to tell 
them what to do - or what not to do.  
Actually, the association is a 
management and service-delivery 
organization that provides three types 
of services to all owners and renters. 

Community services - Arranging 
trash removal, orienting new owners 
and renters, and scheduling meetings, 
are examples of community services. 

Business services -  Business services 
are varied and include operating the 
common property efficiently, bidding 
repair and maintenance work 
competitively, keeping appropriate 
business records, developing long-
range plans, and equitably and 
efficiently collecting assessments. 

You have the right to . . . 

�   A responsive and competent 
    community association. 
�   Honest, fair, and respectful  
    treatment by community leaders  
    and managers. 
�   Attend meetings, serve on  
    committees, and run for election. 
�   Access appropriate association  
    records. 
�   Prudent financial management of  
    fees and other assessments. 
�   Live in a community where the  
    property is maintained according to  
    established standards. 
�   Fair treatment regarding financial  
    and other association obligations. 
�   Receive all rules and regulations  
    governing the community  
    association—if not prior to  
    purchase and settlement, then upon  
    joining the community. 
 
         continued on page 4 
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FORT WAYNE PRINTING 
BUILDING 
c. 1911 
114 W. Washington Blvd. 
 
The street level of this building is 
presently vacant, though a local 
business is under contract to purchase 
the space.  Twenty-seven residential 
units and laundry facilities for the 
south block occupy the upper floors.  
One of the smaller parking garages is 
located at the rear of the building and 
there are more parking spaces in the 
basement that is accessed at the Lillie 
Building on Wayne Street.  The 
building maintains the industrial feel 
of the original architecture, with 
several of the condominium units 
sporting exposed brick on the inside 
of the exterior walls.  

Ornate terra cotta panels between the 
upper rows of windows, carved swags 
above the first floor windows and a 
decorative wood cornice grace the 
front façade.  Like many buildings of 
its era, the street façade of this 
building is quite detailed compared 
with the alley sides.   

Owners and residents:  Did you 
know?  To bring the windows to the 
proper height for residential use, to 
have a space for mechanical lines, and 
to bring the floor close to the level of 
the adjacent Blackstone Building, the 
floors in this building were built up 
between two and four feet above the 

structural floor during construction of 
Midtowne Crossing.  The floor level 
changes account for the odd few steps 
up and down in each corridor. 

Fort Wayne Printing Company, the 
building’s original occupant, was 
quartered here until it outgrew the 
structure in 1927.  A local 
businessman, Fred Gaskins, then 
bought the building and rented it to a 
variety of commercial tenants.  
During World War II, the building 

was used as a recreation hall, the Fort 
Wayne Servicemen’s Club.  In 1947, 
the building was leased by the Earl 
Groth Company, whose principal 
store was in this same block.  This 
company remodeled the storefront 
and used the entire building as a home 
furnishing store.  After the demise of 
the Groth Company in 1961, 
Hutner’s, another retailer on the 
block, built an upper-level bridge to 
connect its store to this building, 
which it used as a warehouse.  After 
Hutner’s closed its downtown store 
about 1980, the building’s sole 
occupant was the Fort Wayne Plasma 
Donor Center.  Now referred to 
simply as the Printing Building, it was 
vacant from 1982 until construction 
began for Midtowne Crossing in 
1989.  

You can view additional pictures on 
our website. 

Fort Wayne Printing Building—early 1900’s 
Photo courtesy of Allen County Public Library 

Fort Wayne Printing Building 
Present Day 

Our thanks to Dan Mauzy for inviting us into 
his home to take pictures. 



  

Midtowne Crossing Owners Association 
112 W Washington Blvd #327 

Fort Wayne IN 46802 

Phone: 260-426-5505 
e-mail: midtowne.crossing@verizon.net 

www.midtownecrossing.org 

Phone Numbers  
 

· Midtowne Crossing  
    management office 
    426-5505 
 

· Light & Breuning 
    (for Midtowne parking) 
    422-6456 
 

City Offices  
· Police  
    (non-emergency) 
    427-1222 
· Drug Tip Hotline 
    427-1262 
· Street Department 
    (potholes, snow) 
    427-1235 
· Streetlight Maintenance 
    427-1236 
· Parking Control 
    427-5050 
 

Utilities  
· AEP 
    1-800-311-4634 
· Verizon 
    1-800-483-4600 
· Comcast 
    456-9000 
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Rights & Responsibilities—continued from page 2 

You also have the responsibility to . . . 

�   Maintain your property according to established  
    standards. 
�   Treat association leaders with honesty and respect. 
�   Read and comply with rules and regulations of the  
    community and ensure that your tenants and guest do  
    too. 
�   Vote in community elections and on other issues. 
�   Pay association assessments and charges on time. 

�   Contact association leaders or managers, if necessary, to  
    discuss financial obligations and alternative payment  
    arrangements. 
�   Request reconsideration of material decisions that  
    personally affect you. 
�   Provide your current contact information to the  
    association so you receive all information from the  
    community. 
 
This article was provided by Community Associations Institute 
for use by its members. 

Projects—continued from page 1 

Handicap Door Openers — Automatic 
door openers will be installed at the lobby 
entrance and in the basement elevator 
lobby of the south building.  This work 
will be done in the next month or so. 

Outdoor Furniture & Landscaping —  
Look for patio furniture to be brought out 
of storage early- to mid-May, depending 
upon the weather.  Flowers will be planted 
as soon as weather allows after May 15.   

Parking Garage Cleaning — Cleaning 
of the parking garages is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 14.  Look for notices that 
will be posted in the building with more 
information. 

Notes—continued 

Pets — The bylaws of Midtowne 
Crossing prohibit animals in the building.  
We don’t want to have to ask anyone to 
part with a beloved pet, but if we become 
aware that you are keeping an animal in 
your condominium, you will have to 
remove it. 

Air Conditioner Service — If you need 
service on your air conditioning system 
this spring, don’t forget to contact the 
management office in advance.  You will 
need a key for the roof and planning ahead 
will reduce inconveniences for everyone. 

Window Treatments — Residents may 
not hang anything other than conventional 
window treatments in their windows.  If 
you are using towels, sheets, or blankets 
as curtains, please remove them. 

Signs — Residents are reminded that they 
may not place signs in their windows, 
including election signs and sales or 
leasing advertising.  Business tenants are 
reminded that they may only place signs 
in the windows that pertain directly to the 
business.   

Grills  — We are aware that two of the 
grills are not working properly.  Parts 
have been ordered and they will be 
repaired as soon as possible. 

Please remember that in order to protect 
the roofing material, personal grills are 
not allowed on the roof patio.  
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